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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF LAW 
Now Delhi, the 11th October, 1948 


ORDINANCE No. XXVIII OF 1948 

AN 

ORDINANCE 
lu provide for the registration and control of ships owned in Acceding States . 


WHEREAS an emergency has arisen which makes it necessary to provide for 
thie registration and control of ships owned in Acceding States ; 

Now , THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 42 of tho 
Government of India Act , 1985 ( 26 Geo . 5 , c . 2 ), the Governor- General is pleased 
to make and pronulgate the following Ordinance : 

1, Short title , extent and commencement. - (1 ) This Ordinance may be 
culled the Merchant Shipping (Acceding States) Ordinunce, 1948 . 
(P) It extends to the whole of India , and applies 

(a ) to the followiny persons , wherever they may be , namely, British 
Indian subjects, British subjects ( other than British Indian subjects ) who 
are domiciled in any part of India , and the Rulers and subjects of Ac 
ceding States ; 

(b ) to , and to persons on , any State ship as defined in section 2, 
wherever it may be ; and 

( 0 ) to the master , the owners and the agents of the owners of a State 
ship as defined in section 2 , wherever they may be . 
( 3 ) It shall come into force at once . 

2 . " State ship " defined . -- In this Ordinance , “ Ştate ship " means any sbip 
which is owned 

(a ) wholly by one or more of the following persons , namely , (i) Rulers 
and subjects of Acceding States ; and ( ii ) bodies corporate established under 
and subject to the laws of any Acceding State ; or 

( b ) partly hy one or more of the persons specified above and partly 
by one or more of the following persons , namely , (1) British subjects ; and 
( ii ) bodies corporate established under and subject to the laws of any part 
of His Majesty s Dominions (other than Acceding States). 
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W . Noristry of State ships.--- (1 ) Every State ship , not being a ship of fifteell 
tours bitual or less which is employed solely in navigation on the rivers und 

voaşts 09 . Ludix , shuil bo registered under this Ordinance u6 sqonrus bhe after 
: we gumencement thereof. 

De provisions of Part I of the Merchant Shipping Act , 1894 (57 and 68 
- -Victim 60 ), shall apply to , and in ruspect of such registration , subject to any 
adaptations and nodilications made by rules notified under section 7 . - 

( 3 ) A ship required by this section to be registered , muy be detained by uity 
person wuthorised by the Central Government in that behalf, until the nastor 
of the ship prouuves the vertiliorte of its registry . 

4 . Application of Act XXVI of 1947 to State ships . The Control of Shipping 
Act , 1947 ( XXVI of 1947), shail apply to , and in respect of, it State bhip and to 
the mastur , uwuers or agents of the owners thereof, whuther the ship has been 
registered or not, in the same muizer as it would apply to , und in respect of , 
a whip registered in a port of rugistry in a Province of India and to the master , 
owners or agents of the owners of a ship so logistered . 
. 5 . Restriction on the transfer of State ships . — 11 ) No person. shull transfer 
or ucquiro any State shir , or any share or interest in a State slip , without the 
previous approval of the Centrul (tovernment, and any trougastion effeoted in 
contravention of this provis .ou sliall be void and unenforcoable , 

21 Avy person who purports or attempts to transfer or acquire any Stute 
slip or any sharu or interest in a Stutu ship in contravention of sub -section (1 ), 
or who abcts or attempts to uhet any such contravention , shall be punishablo 
with inpr sonment for a term which may extend to three years , or with tive , or 
with bovh . 

6 . Restriction on the transfer of the registry of State abipl. - Whore , 
Stato ship has been registered in a port of rogistry in India , no application for 
the transfer of such registry to & port of registry outside India shall be sanctioned 
without the previous approval of the Central Government; and the Central 
Govorninent may refuse to sucord such approval, if, in its opinion , it is neres 
Bary or expedient to do so for the purpose of conserving the strength of Indian 
registered merchant shipping . 

7 . Power to make rules. - - The Central Government my, by notifiontion in 
the officinl Ghzulle , muke rules to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance . 

C . RAJAGOPALACHARI, 

Governor -General. 
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K . Y , BHANDARKAR , 
Secy. to the Govt. of India . 
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